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WASHINGTON 


For fire relief, there’s just one party 


State’s members of House unify to lobby for 
help to fight blazes, ease residents’ recovery 


By Jeff Horseman 
jhorseman@scng.com 
@JeffHorseman on Twitter 


The wildfires that ravaged Cal- 
ifornia have thawed partisanship 
among the state’s congressional 
delegation as lawmakers from 
both parties work to secure bil- 
lions of federal dollars in disas- 
ter aid and tax relief for wildfire 
victims. 

But how much help is com- 
ing from Washington, in what 


form and when, remains unclear 
as Congress grapples with a full 
year-end agenda and a divided 
Capitol Hill atmosphere. 

Since October, California has 
been hit by infernos that have de- 
stroyed hundreds of homes, killed 
more than 40 people and burned 
hundreds of thousands of acres. 
Fires erupted in Northern Califor- 
nia in October, and at least five 
major wildfires broke out this 
month in Southern California. 

President Donald Trump ap- 


proved a disaster declara- 
tion for the Northern Cal- 
ifornia wildfires in Octo- 
ber and declared a state of 
emergency for the South- 
ern California blazes on 
Dec. 8. Both moves cleared 
the way for federal help 
with firefighting efforts, 
although disaster declara- 
tions open the door to even more 
assistance. 

“Going forward, as the state 
transitions from fighting fires to 
rebuilding and recovery, there 
may be additional need for fed- 
eral assistance, up to and includ- 
ing a presidential major disas- 


Calvert 


ter declaration” for the 
Southern California wild- 
fires, said Brian Ferguson, 
deputy press secretary for 
Gov. Jerry Brown. 
“However, the extent 
and specifics of future re- 
quests to the federal gov- 
ernment won’t be known 
until the emergency per- 
sonnel have had additional time 
to get into the impacted areas 
to evaluate what will be needed 
from the feds to bolster ongoing 
state and local recovery efforts.” 
Millions of dollars already have 
been committed to helping Cali- 
fornia, and billions more could be 


on the way. 

In October, Congress approved 
and the president signed a $36.5 
billion disaster relief package that 
included $576 million for wildfire 
suppression efforts and money for 
victims of hurricanes Harvey and 
Maria. 

In an unusual move, all 53 Cali- 
fornia House delegation members 
signed another letter, dated Dec. 
1, to House Appropriations Com- 
mittee leaders requesting $4.4 
billion in wildfire aid. 

The $4.4 billion request came 
after Rep. Ken Calvert, R-Co- 
rona, toured wildfire devasta- 
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WA 


By Peter Larsen 
plarsen@scng.com 
@PeterLarsenBSF on Twitter 


en “Star Wars: 

Episode I — 

The Phantom 

Menace” re- 
vived the beloved film fran- 
chise in 1999, you had one 
choice if you wanted to see 
it on opening night: find a 
line outside a movie theater 
and wait ... days, weeks, and 
in some cases, more than a 
month. 

“We had to be first in 
line,” says Peter Genovese, a 
college student from North- 
ridge at the time, and one of 
the first four people to line 
up outside the historic Chi- 
nese Theatre in Hollywood, 
and stay there for six weeks, 
until “The Phantom Men- 
ace” opened there on May 
16, 1999. 

There were no reserved 
seats in movie theaters 
then, no way to guarantee 
you could get into the the- 
ater with fellow fans to cele- 
brate the return of the Sky- 
walker saga. But now, all 
that has changed. You could 
pick your screening and in 
many cases your seat to see 
“Star Wars: The Last Jedi” 
starting Oct. 9, more than 
two months before tonight’s 
debut. 

And yet on Tuesday, there 
Genovese was, back in the 
forecourt of the Chinese 
Theatre where a group he 
has remained part of for 18 
years had been camping out 
since Saturday. Stormtroop- 
ers wandered around while 
the campers ate burgers 
brought in by Red Robin. It 


'STAR WARS: THE LAST JEDI' 


NG ON 
THE FORC 
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Caroline “Vader” Ritter, left, of Australia and Jason “Grimlock” Thomas of Whittier have some fun as they strike a pose at the 
Chinese Theatre in Hollywood on Tuesday. They are the first two in line for tonight’s premiere of “Star Wars: The Last Jedi.” 


Just a movie, you say? Not to 
these fans, who say you just 
have to be there to appreciate 
the anticipation of that 
next glimpse into the film 
franchise’s faraway galaxy 


People started coming out 
with the prequels back in 
1999. It was the best way 
to make sure they saw it 
on opening night. And for 

subsequent movies they came 
out, literally in front of our 
gift shop, down the street, up 
Orange to Franklin.” 


— Levi Tinker, above, general manager and director 
of tours at the Chinese Theatre in Hollywood 


COMING FRIDAY 


Get a deeper look into the 
saga surrounding the new 
film, “Star Wars: The Last 
Jedi” on our Focus page. 


was dark, though not all 
that cold, and he and the 
others say there’s no place 
they’d rather be. 

“Tt’s almost indescrib- 
able,” says Caroline Ritter 
of Hunter Valley, Australia, 
who started flying across 
the Pacific Ocean for “Star 
Wars” premieres at the Chi- 
nese Theatre in 2002, and 
married Andrew Porters 
while in line there two years 
ago while camped out for 
“Star Wars: The Force Awak- 
ens.” “There’s so much ex- 
citement, so much love to be 
there with a group of people 
who are like family.” 

What fans of movies such 
as “Star Wars” know, and 
what theater operators have 
increasingly recognized, is 
that despite the ease with 
which you can see a hotly 
anticipated film on its open- 
ing day, there is still a thirst 
for the Big Event, a com- 
ing together that offers more 
than just another night out 
at the movies. 

“T think seeing it in a 
movie theater, be it the El 
Capitan or anywhere, they 
like being part of some- 
thing,” says James Woods, 
director of special events 
production and the El Cap- 
itan Theatre on Hollywood 
Boulevard, across from the 
Chinese Theatre. “They feel 
that and they want to be 
part of something kind of 
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LEGISLATION 


Accord 
set on tax 


overhaul, 
GOP says 


House, Senate bills are 
merged in needed win 
for party; each chamber 
to vote on it next week 


By Stephen Ohlemacher, 
Andrew Taylor 

and Marcy Gordon 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON » Confident con- 
gressional Republicans forged 
an agreement Wednesday on a 
major overhaul of the nation’s 
tax laws that would provide gen- 
erous tax cuts for corporations 
and the wealthiest Americans — 
Donald Trump among them — 
and deliver the first major leg- 
islative accomplishment to the 
GOP president. 

Middle- and low-income fam- 
ilies would get smaller tax cuts, 
though Trump and GOP leaders 
have billed the package as a huge 
benefit for the middle class. The 
measure would scrap a major tax 
requirement of Barack Obama’s 
Affordable Care Act, a step to- 
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POLITICS 


If it can happen 
in Alabama, what 
about this region? 


By Kevin Modesti, 
Jeff Horseman 

and Martin Wisckol 
Staff writers 


Rarely does an election result 
in the Deep South mean as much 
to politicians in Southern Cali- 
fornia as a Democrat’s upset vic- 
tory for the U.S. Senate in Ala- 
bama did this week. 

The day after Doug Jones de- 
feated scandal-ridden Republi- 
can Roy Moore in conservative 
Alabama, Democrats challeng- 
ing vulnerable GOP officehold- 
ers in Orange and Los Angeles 
counties claimed new momen- 
tum Wednesday. 

Democratic candidates for 
Congress wasted no time craft- 
ing online fundraising pitches 
around news of Jones’ victory, at 
least one trying to equate his Re- 
publican opponent to Moore and 
several calling the Alabama re- 
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